
Maroon & White
“For a better Tennessee High”

Volume CIV, Issue III Tennesee High School, Bristol, Tennessee March 15, 2019

Sutherland’s small 
acts make a huge    
difference. 

Kaitlin Rice & Kayla Rupe

On March 24, 1984, the daffodils 
that Candace Sutherland’s uncle 
and grandmother gathered for 
her wedding day were plentifully 
blooming.

Today, March 1, 2019, the same 
daffodils are blooming. This is al-
most an entire month earlier than 
thirty five years ago on Suther-
land’s wedding day.

“Something is definitely chang-
ing,” Sutherland said.

The winters in Bristol are “less 
severe” and “shorter” every year. 
The earth is experiencing a warm-

ing trend. According to Suther-
land, climate change is extremely 
real.

Sutherland is a teacher at Tennes-
see High School who delights in 
bettering the earth. Last fall, her 
ecology class planted over one 
hundred daffodils and tulips in the 
front lawn of Tennessee High.

Now they are in full bloom.

In addition to this, her classes 
take daily nature walks and are 
required to pick up trash along the 
way.

In the future, Sutherland plans 
to further help the earth by recy-
cling, taking her classes on nature 
walks, picking up trash, and 
cutting up plastic rings from soda 
bottles. Sutherland also wishes 
to learn how to quilt in order to 

repurpose old fabric scraps.

Sutherland believes that there are 
many ways for others to become 
involved in helping the earth. As 
an example, Sutherland said that 
others can recycle and plant trees 
and flowers. 

Sutherland suggested that peo-
ple should purchase used clothes 
at places such as Goodwill and 
Salvation Army, instead of buy-
ing them new. In addition to this, 
Sutherland proposed that people 
“make their own presents and 
cards by hand.”

Even though these acts may seem 
small, everyone’s combined ef-
forts can make a huge difference.
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Leaving it all on the 
stage

“I encourage everyone to find a 
way to take a part in the arts.”
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“A Night at the 
Opera”

“Absolutely no voice in the world 
comes as close to Mercury’s  

iconic sound.”

Page 3

Best Chicken in 
Bristol 

It had the most natural and deli-
cious flavor. It was different from 
the other chicken, but in a good 

way.
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Leaving it all on the 
stage

Mary Huffard & Lacey       
Robinson

The Tennessee High school class 
of 2019 has made so many mem-
ories. Whether that be in sports, 
academics, or arts, one of the 
memorable activities to partici-
pate in is the annual musical. For 
her senior year, Brenna Requardt 
has had the opportunity to be 
casted in this year’s musical. 
The musical for the 2019 year is 
“The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee”, written by Rachel 
Sheinkin and William Finn.

“This musical is about exactly 
what the title says. It is about a 
group of kids participating in this 
spelling competition; however, 
each contestant has a unique way 
of helping them spell the words.” 
Said Requardt. The character that 
she is playing is Olive Ostrovsky. 
Olive is a very shy and insecure 
girl who longs for her parents to 
be proud of her, and despite all of 
her struggles, she discovers that 
she really loves participating in 
the bee.

Brenna has found her passion 
and participated in choir for most 
of her high school career. When 
asked about her feeling of musi-
cal, Requart said, “This is my first 
and last musical that I have taken 

part in at THS, and I am giving 
it all I have.” Brenna has been 
so influenced by participating in 
the school’s arts programs that 
she highly encourages people to 
step out of their comfort zone and 
try something new. “I encourage 
everyone to find a way to take a 
part in the arts. Whether that be 
theatre, choir, band, or art. Get 
involved in these things because 
they will impact you and your 
high school career in such an 
amazing way. I am so thankful for 
my experience in the arts at Ten-
nessee high school, and all of the 
amazing teachers involved in this 
program, thank you so much.”

The cast has worked especially 
hard this year, from memorizing 

lines, songs, and even choreog-
raphy. They have been practicing 
since January and still have about 
four weeks left to go. The musi-
cal will be taken to the stage and 
performed on April 4th through 
April 7th.
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Bristol Motor     
Speedway to Offer 
Teens Special Ticket 
Prices

Taylor Harr & Dawson    
Willis

On Thursday February 21, Bristol 
Motor Speedway announced that 
it will now offer special, lowered 
ticket prices for teens aged 13-19.

The tickets are for NASCAR 
events, including the Food City 
500 next month.
Any teen can get half price tickets 
for the spring events and the Bass 
Pro Shops NRA night race in Au-

gust. The only catch is you must 
purchase an adult ticket as well. 
Adult tickets run at around $65 
while teen tickets are $32.

The ticket prices are only avail-
able for the two authorized ven-
dors: Ticketmaster and the BMS 
ticket office.

The new pricing is another way 
track officials are providing 
reduced costs to encourage more 
families to come to the track for 
the races. Last year, BMS intro-
duced $10 admission for children 
12 and under. College students 
also receive special pricing, as 
well as a special seating section 
just for them.

Tickets are on sale now and can 
be purchased on the Bristol Motor 
Speedway website.

The New Middle 
School

Abby Stout & Gabby Vain

In 1939, Vance Middle School 
was founded, and now, nearly a 
century later, the Bristol Tennes-
see City School system is rebuild-
ing it. The project is expected to 
be completed by the 2021 school 
year.

Current Vance student Jackson 
Hatley, stated that he is “jealous 
that he won’t be able to experi-
ence the new school.” He believes 
that rising third graders will be 
“spoiled with the glory of a new 
school.”

The 80 year-old school has many 
issues, including structural dam-
age. In 2018, a pipe busted in the 
bathrooms. At the top of Vance 
student, Denise Quinones’s wish 
list for the new school are new 

bathrooms and a larger lunch 
room.

One perk of the new school is the 
addition of sixth graders. Both 
Denise and Jackson agree that 
this is for the better since there 
were previously only two grades, 
which caused various degrees of 
bullying for the seventh grade 
students.

While many changes are com-
ing about, students treasure the 
Creative Arts programs and 
would like to keep it as a constant 
through this transition.
Whereas current Vance students 
are jealous of the opportunity 

for the younger generation, staff 
and faculty are relatively excited 
about this development.

When asked, English instructor 
Ms. Baptist said that she is “very 
excited about the update of the 
building.” Numerous teachers 
have the same feeling about creat-
ing an improved environment for 
their students.

New work spaces, furniture, and 
facilities will be provided to both 
staff members and the student 
body. 

This notion allows teachers to 
meet and share information and 

for students to become better ac-
quainted with one another.

Baptist is also hopeful about im-
proved communication across the 
grade levels, stating that “it will 
provide lessons to both students 
and teachers in the school sys-
tem.”

The new middle school offers new 
opportunities for young people 
and adults in our community. This 
will help bring peers closer to-
gether and provide a better work 
environment to ensure success 
among the school system.

Hacker Takes Lead in 
a Time of Need

Colby Bland

To the news of National Honors 
Society Sponsor Mrs. Story going 
on a maternity leave, club presi-
dent Holden Hacker understands 
the new responsibilities she must 
take on to be a successful leader.

Meetings upon meetings prior 
to Mrs. Story’s maternity leave 
led the club in one central direc-
tion: food distribution baskets for 
spring break. Hacker, leading the 
largest fundraiser of the club thus 
far, made an extensive effort to 
gather money for the distribution 
by leading a club-wide PuraVida 
bracelet sell.

Both victory and success came 
out of this fundraiser, as the club 
raised over $1,500. Hacker felt 
accomplished.

However, now that Mrs. Story 
is no longer present, “the pace 
is changing,” Hacker said. “We 
now have to adjust to going to 
Mrs. Hartsoe before Mrs. Story.” 
This transition has led Hacker to 
be quite keen on the clarity of her 
communication, as information 
can get misconstrued like a game 
of telephone.

To add on to the setback for 
Hacker, the distribution of the 
food baskets is also taking a 
toll of responsibility. “The food 
distribution is a slower process 
than I expected. The baby came, 
and things hit a speed bump.” 

But—in no hopes of surrendering 
to the pressure—the progress will 
continue.

An attitude of triumph has helped 
Hacker and the other officers keep 
moving forward with the agenda. 
“We have everything planned,” 
Hacker said.

The distribution’s purpose is to 
keep all students fed during the 
break, and Hacker is locked on 
the goal. “We are excited to fill 
the baskets and deliver them to 
our peers, as well as the elementa-
ry school students.”

“A speed bump,” however, will 
not block the road for Hacker. 
The determination needed to ful-
fill this task might be raised, but 
all students will be satisfied.
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“A Night at the 
Opera”

Meghan Bryant

On March 15th and March 22nd, 
the Black Jacket Symphony is 
presenting Queen’s “A Night 
at the Opera” at Bristol’s very 
own Paramount Theatre on State 
Street. The performances begin at 
8:00 pm and tickets cost $50.50 
including fees.

However, if you’re interested in 
this show, sadly you’re likely out 
of luck.

Originally, there was only one 
show date. The show sold out 

so quickly and had such a high 
demand that Paramount was per-
suaded to add another date.

“People were calling all day, ev-
ery day during that pre-sale week 
to purchase tickets” said Sarah 
Hill, the box office manager at the 
Paramount.

Tickets have also now sold out 
for the second date and 749 are 
projected to be at each show.

If you are interested in attending 
this wonderful performance, the 
only chance you have is to email 
ticketing@paramountbristol.org 
or call the box office and ask to be 
added to the waitlist.

Seats on the waitlist are ones that 
were reserved for the promoter 
and house, but are not in use.

One of the reasons that so many 
people flocked to this show is 
because of the vocalist, Marc 
Martel. If you’ve seen the movie 
Bohemian Rhapsody, then you’ve 
heard Martel’s voice.

His voice is so similar to Queen 
singer Freddie Mercury’s that 
his was recorded and used in the 
movie to replicate the late Mercu-
ry’s voice.

“Absolutely no voice in the world 
comes as close to Mercury’s icon-
ic sound than that of Marc Martel, 
who recorded the soundtrack at 

Abbey Road Studios in London,” 
said Hill.

The Black Jacket Symphony, 
which is presented by Eporium, 
is one of the Paramount’s regular 
events throughout the year.

This May, Bristol residents will 
be able to experience The Black 
Jacket Symphony presenting 
Home Free.

THS’s New Student 
Ambassadors

Bryson Seymour

The Student Ambassadors are an 
up-and-coming organization that 
will provide assistance for fresh-
men transitioning into their high 
school life.

The program was created in late 
2018 by Tennessee High’s new-
est councilor, Mrs. Slagle, who 

transferred to Tennessee High this 
school year. She believes that the 
program will be a great way to 
assist freshman in their transition 
from middle school to high school 
life.

Ambassadors for the 2019-2020 
school year were chosen last 
semester through an interview 
process, in which every student 
was given the opportunity to 
participate. The applicants were 
selected based on their integrity, 
honesty, and ability to communi-
cate effectively with the freshmen.

The transitioning seniors, now 
juniors, are currently being 
prepped on what exactly will be 
required of them in each given 
scenario. For example, what to do 
if a freshman is struggling with 
their math class, or perhaps their 
science class. The chosen ambas-
sadors will become active once 
the next school year begins.

Next year’s juniors can apply 
during the fall semester of next 
school year, as they will replace 
the current ambassadors after 

graduation.

The Student Ambassador program 
has shown great potential thus 
far, and will hopefully transform 
the freshmen’s outlook on high 
school for the years following.

Barberitos: A Tex-Mex 
Eatery

Jessica Cook & Caseh Pace

On February 28, a new fast-food 
chain opened on Euclid Avenue 
in Bristol, Virginia. Barberitos, 
the newest franchise to dot the 
downtown, offers a variety of 
Texas-Mexican options from the 
Southwestern grille and cantina. 
This quick-serve restaurant gives 
you an array of options for cus-
tomizable, Southwestern meals. 
All dishes are prepared before the 
customers’ eyes. In a sense, it is 
like a “Tex-Mex Subway,” with 
100% natural ingredients.

The Barberitos layout seems to 
mirror the layout of its competitor 
Moe’s. This is a fair argument as 
they both offer the same menu. 
However, Bristol locals who have 
previously eaten at Moe’s can 
already spot a few key differences 
between these establishments. “It 
has a way better atmosphere than 
Moe’s. People are actually nice,” 
a Tennessee-High School Student 
said. It seems Moe’s has scorned 
a few customers while Barberitos 
knows good customer-service.

Barberitos may not be bringing 
anything new to the Tri-Cities, but 
it’s sure to fit in well beside Pop-
eye’s and McAllister’s. In reality, 
Barberitos can just be a faster op-
tion to a Southwestern grille and 

cantina meal rather than driving 
all the way to The Pinnacle.

Barberitos may be more than a 
marketing gimmick. It can be a 
healthier option to local fast-food 
as there is no fear of artificial 
in the franchise. Their healthier 
options of taco salads, bowls, and 
even gluten-free items should not 
be overlooked.

However, some of Barberitos’ re-
views were not all that positive. A 
critic did not like how “his burrito 
was prepared” nor the texture. 
Another customer complained at 
the price of the meal. In fairness, 
these do seem like small com-
plaints compared to the positive 
feedback coming from this new 

development.

Will Barberitos stand tall against 
Moe’s, its Pinnacle adversary? It 
most likely will boil down to a 
matter of location. Barberitos is a 
healthier option in the Tri-Cities, 
especially for those who frequent 
the downtown.

THS                        
Administration cracks 
down on hall pass  
policy

Jack Bartlett

Tennessee High School is crack-
ing down on its hall pass poli-
cy. On Monday, March 4, THS 
Administration sent an email to 
all teachers reminding teachers of 

documentation policies for stu-
dents who ask to leave the class-
room.

Effective immediately, all stu-
dents are required to have a hall 
pass if in the hallway for any 
reason. Students who are found to 
be in the hallway without a hall 
pass will be disciplined or sim-
ply escorted back to class by an 
administrator.

The THS guidance office and 

library have taken measures to 
ensure no one is leaving class 
without a note. Both of these 
popular destinations for students, 
now require them to sign a sign-
in log to document their absence 
from class.

In the counseling office specifical-
ly, students must have their hall 
passes signed by their counselor 
to prove that they actually saw 
their counselor.

While there has been no official 
reason given for the crackdown, 
it seems to have been partially 
caused by students “roaming” the 
school during Viking Time.

The enforcement of the hall pass 
policy is coming as a shock to 
many students, especially juniors 
and seniors who have “never been 
asked to show a hall pass before.”
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The Perfect Florist 
Awaits for Your Prom 
2019!

Colby Bland

With Prom 2019 right around the 
corner, the hustle and bustle of 
preparation is starting to begin. 
Dresses, shoes, jewelry, hair 
styles, etc. are pieces of the prom 
look that generally are decided 
first; however, it is never too early 
to begin your corsage and bouton-
niere orders!

Misty’s Florist, located at 128 

Bluff City Hwy, has the cheapest 
corsage, ranging from $15-18 
depending upon the flower of 
choice. Boutonnieres at Misty’s 
price around $7.50 also depend-
ing upon the flower. For a cost 
efficient transaction, daisies are 
the cheapest.

Next is Pippin Florist, located 
at 202 Maple St. Their corsages 
are estimated to be around $25, 
slightly more expensive than 
Misty’s Florist. As for the bou-
tonniere, they price cheaper than 
Misty’s at only $7!

Pen’s Florist, located at 32 Moore 
St, features wristband customiza-

tion. For a standard Velcro wrist-
band corsage, the price would 
total $25 respectively. For a pearl/
rhinestone wristband corsage, 
the price would increase to $35, 
which may not be the ideal loca-
tion to save money. The bouton-
niere prices at roughly $18, also 
the most expensive of the bunch.

Lastly is the Enchanted Florist 
located at 1501 King College 
Rd. Enchanted Florist’s corsage 
ranges from $25-40, while their 
boutonniere prices at $8 respec-
tively.

Looking to save money for prom 
this year? Choosing between 

Misty’s Florist and Pippin Florist 
may be your best bet to earn bang 
for your buck. Daisies, as com-
pared to roses, would also price 
cheaper.

Looking for customization? Pen’s 
Florist seems to be the place to 
go! They offer a collection of 
rhinestone wristbands to help 
complete any prom look!

Prom is never complete without 
the perfect corsage and bouton-
niere to match the attire, therefore 
order early before prices increase 
and stock runs low.

Back to a Classic

Kaitlin Rice

A comforting feeling overcame 
me as I watched the 1988 movie 
“Oliver and Company” for the 
first time. I can now understand 
why this movie is considered to 
be a Disney classic.

The director of the movie, George 

Scribner, did an amazing job with 
the visuals in this movie. Ev-
ery scene in the movie portrays 
either buildings or characters that 
contain great amounts of detail, 
which makes this movie even 
better. 

“Oliver and Company” is about 
a homeless kitten named Oliver. 
After a while of roaming the 
bustling New York City streets, 
Oliver is taken in by a group of 
homeless dogs that live with a 

man named Fagin in an aban-
doned barge. 

When it comes to Disney mov-
ies, I would say that I have seen 
more than the average person. I 
had high expectations for “Ol-
iver and Company” because I 
rarely, if ever, dislike a Disney 
movie. Throughout the movie, 
I was somewhat disappointed 
by how predictable some of the 
scenes were for the viewer. I was, 
however, impressed by the many 

different portrayals of loyalty 
throughout the movie.

Overall, I would rate “Oliver and 
Company” as an 8/10. The visuals 
and important themes present in 
the movie made it very enjoyable 
to watch. Watching this movie 
will definitely help to make a bad 
day better, or a good day great. 
I would recommend this movie 
to anyone in need of a movie to 
make their day better. 

Yakuza 0 Game      
Review 

Bryson Seymour

One of my favorite games of all 
time, Yakuza 0, is a Japanese 
action-adventure game. Released 
on March 12, 2015 and developed 
by Sega CS1 for the PlayStation 
3 & 4, it does not get nearly the 
recognition that it undoubtedly 
deserves. It has flown under the 
radar of many avid video game 
players and entertainment junkies 

in general.

You play as both Kazuma Kiryu 
(series main protagonist) as well 
as Goro Majima (series staple 
adversary) in separate storylines 
that both share themes pertain-
ing to that of the Japanese crime 
syndicate the games are named 
after. Without spoiling too much, 
Kiryu’s story is that of honor, 
righteousness, and the pursuit of 
a vacant and empty plot of land, 
while Majima’s adventure is more 
so of self-discovery and love. I 
prefer to play as Kiryu do to my 
deep love of his unwavering sense 

of righteousness and justice, plus 
it doesn’t hurt that his voice actor, 
Takaya Kuroda, has eloquent 
voice of an angel.

If you ever get tired of unravel-
ling the webs of lies and deceit 
of the Yakuza in the main story, 
there is so much more to do in the 
map of Kamurocho (the fiction-
alized commercial district of 
Tokyo). You can go bowling, play 
karaoke, dance in a disco club, 
partake in the various side quests 
and so much more. My favorite 
side activity is definitely that of 
singing karaoke, with my favorite 

song being “Judgement,” sung by 
Kiryu.

If you have 20 dollars just lying 
around or burning a hole in your 
pocket, be sure to pick this game 
up at your local store or on the 
PlayStation game store. I can 
assure that it will not be money 
wasted, but money well spent.

The Big City Jazz: A 
Maca-Do

Gabby Vain

Bristol might be known for the 
birthplace of country music, but 
after eating this sandwich, you 
will be thinking it is The Big 
City of Jazz! If you love filling 
sandwiches that don’t leave you 
feeling uncomfortable, come to 
Macado’s and try the mouthwa-
tering Big City Jazz.

A warm sweet sourdough roll 
with turkey, bacon, avocado, 
melted Muenster, lettuce, tomato, 
with mayo is the perfect spin on a 
turkey sandwich. The proportion 
of turkey balances out the sweet 
roll and the melted Muenster with 

the crisp taste of the bacon, but 
the avocado ties the sandwich 
together and makes it easy to 
digest.

The sides include fruit salad, 
macaroni salad, or chips. My per-
sonal favorite side is the fruit sal-
ad because it adds to the healthy 
feeling that the avocado gives the 
sandwich.

Though this sandwich is near-
ly over 1000 calories, it is very 
filling and beats the greasy food 
you could get elsewhere, which 
will leaving you feeling unsatis-
fied and hungry after a few hours. 
Along with the sandwich, fruit 
salad, and a drink of your choice, 
you will also get a pickle to finish 
off your deserved meal.         



Chicago Embraces   
St. Patrick’s Day

Aidan Carter 

As the years fade away, a lot of 
holidays and traditions fade away 
as well. It is important that we 
remember to pass down certain 
traditions to our children once 
we grow. When I was a child, my 
parents insisted that I wear green 

to celebrate this lucky holiday. 
In addition to the attire, “Lep-
rechauns” would turn my milk 
green, leave golden coins, and 
turn the house upside down.

It is very important to future gen-
erations that we pass down these 
traditions. Not only would this 
educate the young about certain 
activities to host for the holidays, 
it would also keep our children 
excited for them as well, even 
though St. Patrick’s Day is con-

sidered to be a smaller holiday in 
America.

Retaining the holiday’s fun and 
exciting nature is the key to keep-
ing it relevant. In fact, people tend 
to remember the joyous memories 
from their childhoods, many of 
which come from holidays like St. 
Patrick’s Day.

Chicago sets a good example for 
the rest of the United States. The 
city hosts its annual St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade whose highlight is 
the dyeing of the river green. This 
activity, along with many others, 
makes the day special.

I find that the easiest way to keep 
a holiday relevant is to just simply 
make it enjoyable for everyone. 
St. Patrick’s Day can be celebrat-
ed on a multitude of levels, not 
by just simply wearing a green 
t-shirt. You are never too old to 
believe in Leprechauns, or better 
yet, to become a leprechaun.
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Best Places to Hike in 
Bristol 

Emma Davis 

For most people, warmer weather 
means getting outside. You don’t 
have to travel a long way to plac-
es like the Smoky Mountains to 
hike. In fact, you don’t even have 
to leave our city! These six trails 
will put some adventure in your 
spring break.

1. A common trail to go to is 

Rooster Front. This is a main-
ly flat trail that is mostly in the 
shade. The trail is four miles, 
most of which border a lake. It is 
a great place just to walk or run 
with a dog!

2. The Mendota trail in Bristol, 
VA, is a beautiful trail. It has a 
nice bridge that you can walk 
over, and it is a very easy trail.

3. Sugar Hollow is a fun trail to 
do for a workout! Not only do 
you get a great view at the top of 
the trail, but you can also play a 

fun game of soccer or flag foot-
ball in the field that is just around 
the corner of some trees.

4. Steele creek is a great trail to 
hang out with friends. There is a 
disc golf course throughout the 
mulch trail, along with a field 
and a small water park known as 
the “Splash pad.” There are also 
picnic tables and different shelters 

surrounding the trail.

5. Spillway is a fun hike that you 
can do at the South Holston Dam. 

This leads to a pretty view of the 
lake at the end of the trail. It is 
a great place to get in the water 

after hiking through the trail.

6. Osceola Island is a super fun 
place to walk or run! It is a trail 
that is on an island near the South 
Holston dam. It is a nice trail to 
go to when it is starting to get hot 
and humid outside because of the 
cool breeze coming off the water. 
The trail is a 1.5 mile figure eight 
loop.

Spring into Break with 
New Music

Meghan Bryant

On Spring Break you may be 
road tripping with the windows 
down, feeling the newly warm air, 
or cuddled in bed with the only 
visible light being your television. 
No matter what you do, there 
is always time to listen to some 
new tunes. Jam out to these seven 
songs perfect for spring break.

1) “Bury a Friend” by Billie 
Eilish

Eilish’s music has become very 
popular among teenagers, but sur-
prisingly, Eilish is a teen herself! 
Last December, she turned 17.

2) “NASA” by Ariana Grande

This song is out of this world. 
Ariana Grande has risen from her 
Nickelodeon child star persona 
to become a mega popstar. Late-
ly, Grande has been rising to the 
charts and dropping hit after hit.

3) “Radio Ga Ga” by Queen

Last fall, the Bohemian Rhapsody 
movie came out, which centered 
around the band Queen and their 
story. Queen’s music is timeless 
and broke the music industry’s 
mold. The song “Radio Ga Ga” 
can be a great for those first delv-
ing into Queen.

4) “Dinner and Diatribes” by 
Hozier

Does the name Hozier sound fa-
miliar? In 2014, their song “Take 
Me to Church” ruled the charts. 
Hozier’s newest song, “Dinner 
and Diatribes”, provides a new 
sound with the same amazing 
voice.

5) “Best Part” by H.E.R. feat. 
Daniel Caesar

“Best Part” is an ode to love. 
Daniel Caesar and H.E.R.’s beau-
tiful voices combine to make a 
truly amazing song.

6) “Making Me Feel” by Bor-
geous

“Making Me Feel” is a super 
catchy anthem. It’s the perfect 
song for dancing like no one is 

watching while alone in your 
bedroom.

7) “Mr. Brightside” by The Kill-
ers

To end on a bright note, “Mr. 
Brightside” by The Killers is a 
classic for our generation. No 
matter where you are, everyone 
has to dance to Mr. Brightside.

Spring Break Bucket 
List 

Damien Dillman 

Swimming in the stunning ocean

Collecting seashells 

Trying something new

Trying new foods

Completing a shopping tour

Interacting safely with wildlife

Play beach-side volleyball/     
football
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Dress code should  
empower, not restrict

Annie Hayes 

Teen dress code is a controversial 
topic across the globe, and for 
high schools who don’t have a 
forward-thinking principal like 
Ms. Kirk, I have one question:

What difference does a strict dress 
code make in our lives? Long lists 
of “what not to wear” seem righ-
teous, but the collateral damage 
is extensive. For instance, dress 
code overwhelmingly targets 
girls.

Clothes that are worn on the daily 

are sworn as inappropriate, or 
“distracting.” Of all the things 
that could be distracting in a 
school environment, why do ad-
ministrators point at a rip in jeans 
or shorts that don’t cover down to 
the knees? What good does this 
do anyone? As I previously men-
tioned, most claim that clothes 
that don’t meet code are distract-
ing. So when we wear distracting 
clothing, we get sent home and 
miss a portion of our school day.

But what is that telling us? That 
someone else’s education is more 
important than our own? What 
makes it even worse is that we are 
not responsible for other students’ 
education and focus. They are.
High school’s purpose is to pre-
pare students for their future and 
the difficult road ahead of them. 

So how do strict dress codes pre-
pare us for that? Truthfully, they 
don’t. Strict dress codes make 
things harder when most people 
have clothes that do not fit into 
them.

Thanks to our problem-solving 
principal and her straightforward 
“fingertip, arms-extended” rule, 
girls are now empowered to wear 
holes in our jeans and running 
shorts, which is what I wanted the 
most. 

Principal Kim Kirk’s approach to 
leading our high school is prac-
tical and student-centered. “The 
leadership team wanted to allow 
students to be more comfortable 
while staying in code, especial-
ly while in gym class and doing 
active things,” Kirk said.

Is Spring Break too 
early?

Taylor Harr 

This year’s spring break is March 
18-25. But, is it really a spring 
break?

In my opinion, spring break is far 
too early. It seems as though each 
year spring break gets pushed 
back a week, making it earlier and 
earlier.

To put it in perspective, our win-

ter break was only three weeks 
before our spring break. Those 
three weeks do not give the sea-
sons enough time to change.

If it is truly a ‘spring’ break, it 
should at least be spring before 
we go on break. This year, the 
official first day of spring is on 
March 20. So, it technically isn’t 
even going to be spring until half-
way through our break.

A good spring break is filled with 
days of sunshine and warmer 
weather. If our break was pushed 
back to maybe the first or second 

week of April, I think we would 
actually get to experience those 
days.

I am not complaining about 
spring break because any break 
we get from school is a blessing. 
I just simply think moving the 
break until April would help clas-
sify the break as an actual ‘spring’ 
break.

I mean, if you have to wear jeans 
and a sweater to go outside, it 
definitely isn’t time for spring 
break.

Who gave you a     
column? 

Jack Bartlett

In 2019 the app Snapchat is 
at the top of the charts in the 
IOS and Android app stores. 

At Tennessee High, there are 
only a handful of students 
who do not have the app. 
There are students, however, 
that do not utilize its feature: 
Snap Maps. Snap Maps al-
lows users to see the location 
and activity of their friends 
on the app. 

This feature of the app was 
created with good intentions, 
but the idea of being able to 
see the location and latest 
activity of one’s friends has a 
few flaws. 

While Snap Maps does have 
seasonal activities, such as 
collecting Easter Eggs at 
specific locations, the idea of 
being able to pinpoint one’s 
precise location is beyond 
dangerous. 

Snap Maps does have a fea-
ture called “Ghost Mode”, 
which allows users to turn 
off their location indefinite-
ly or for either 3, 12, or 24 
hours. 

In an age where one’s digi-
tal footprint is permanently 
stored, there is no precaution 
too great to keep oneself 
safe. And although Snap 
Maps may seem “trendy”, 
the lack of privacy is not 
worth being on trend. 

Why NASCAR is  
Dying

Matthew Dingus 

NASCAR has been on a constant 
decline in popularity and atten-
dance in the past decade. There 
are many factors to this rapid 
decline, though one stands out 
from the rest: people just are not 
entertained anymore.

NASCAR, and racing in general, 
hit its peak in the mid 2000’s and, 
unfortunately, I believe will likely 
never get to that point again. The 
issue is the audience that NA-
SCAR appeals to.

The NBA and NFL both consis-
tently attempt to appeal to young-
er audiences, while NASCAR has 
made no push to do so. I see this 
as a major flaw in NASCAR’s 

outreach to gain publicity.

Some could argue NASCAR 
even tried to discourage young-
er audiences when they ended 
their contract with the extremely 
popular game design company EA 
Sports in 2016.

In attempt to revive their gaming 
market, they decided to create a 
NASCAR video game with their 
own design studio. As one could 

imagine, the quality was a major 
step backwards and the game was 
met with poor reviews.

In the day and age we live in, 
one must try to appeal to younger 
audiences to have a future, and 
NASCAR has failed to do so. All 
in all, I suggest that this will like-
ly lead to the organization’s end 
in the near future.

Ode to Allergies:

Cameron Shelley 

The blooming of flowers 
feels like a breath of fresh air 
for some

Saying goodbye to cold 
weather and saying hello to a 
new happiness

But, for some, saying good-
bye to cold weather means 
saying hello to runny noses 
and ear aches

The blooming of flowers 
feels like a punch in the face

Throughout the months of 
March, April, and May, I 
can’t breathe and constantly 
suffers from a red nose

Struggling to open my eyes 
after sleep

“I’m blind from the crustys”

Struggling to breathe

“I get headaches from the 

congestion”

Struggling to exists

“It makes my everyday life 
harder”

The only saving grace is 
nasal spray

The burning sensation of 
healing

And the hope that I’ll be able 
to breathe today
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Spring Sneaker Head

Camille Flaherty 

It’s time to put the Uggs and duck 
boots back in the closet and bring 
out some fresh, stylish spring 
sneakers and shoes. These are a 
few of my favorites.

Bright Yellow Nike Huaraches:

You light up a room in these 
shoes. They are great for various 
occasions. I love to wear these 
to add a splash of color to my 
outfits. One word that describes 
these shoes is “bold.” This pair 

of sneakers has been my go-to 
for school, shopping trips, and 
workouts. I remember getting 
these shoes at the beginning of the 
school year, and I was so excit-
ed to wear them. They went into 
hibernation in my closet for the 
winter. However, I think it is time 
for them to make a comeback!

Nike Air Max 97s:

Air Max 97s are hard to miss. No 
matter what color they are, they 
stand out. With intricate detail of 
pattern, these shoes are like noth-
ing else. I have a pair of black 
ones with a sparkly silver border 
around them. One of my favorite 
features is how the shoes reflect. 

I usually wear these out when 
it’s dark or to different sporting 
events. Given their color, these 
sneakers go with a variety of ap-
parel. I wear these all year round 
because they are versatile, yet still 
make a statement.

Vans Checker Slip-ons:

This is my go-to shoe. When in 
doubt, wear the checkered vans. 
Mine are black and grey; there-
fore, they go with most of my 
outfits. These shoes are comfort-
able and easy to put on as well. I 
usually wear these on my “lazy 
days” or when I am running late 
to go somewhere. This is the 
perfect spring shoe. They can be 

paired with mini-dresses, skirts, 
and just some casual jeans as 
well. I have been wearing these at 
least two times a week since I’ve 
gotten them, and I don’t plan on 
changing that.

Three mascara picks 
for spring

Gracie Cunningham

By this point in the year, the cold 
months are wrapping up, school 
is getting more stressful, and 
we begin a time that completely 
revolves around new beginnings: 
springtime. Outside, the leaves 
begin to return, flowers start to 
grow, and the temperature outside 
starts to warm up.

With this change in the year, it is 
the perfect time to give yourself a 
new look. One of the easiest ways 

to achieve this is by updating your 
makeup routine. One of the major 
staples that can entirely make 
or break your makeup routine is 
mascara.

On the more affordable side of 
makeup, we have the L’Oréal Par-
is Telescopic Mascara. This mas-
cara retails for $8.00 and can be 
purchased at most any store that 
sells makeup. This mascara works 
extremely well when it comes to 
adding length to the lashes, but if 
you want something that focuses 
more on volume, this may not be 
the mascara for you.

Next we have the Colourpop BFF 

Mascara. This mascara also de-
tails for $8.00 but cannot be pur-
chased at most stores, but instead 
must be purchased online or at a 
makeup store like Ulta that sells 
Colourpop makeup. This mascara 
not only comes in black, but also 
six other colors for a more fun 
look. This is also a much cheap-
er dupe to a certain Too Faced 
mascara brand that retails for $24. 
This mascara does a good job 
adding volume but does not add 
much length to the lashes.

On the more expensive side is 
the Benefit Roller Lash Mascara. 
It retails for $25.00 and must be 
purchased either online or at a 

makeup store. The Roller Lash 
Mascara is perfect for someone 
who wants to achieve a more 
natural look. While it does not 
add much volume or length to the 
lashes, it is perfect for adding a 
slight curl.

While all three of the mascaras 
work extremely well, the best 
one to get depends on what the 
individual person is looking for 
in a mascara. While I liked the 
L’Oréal Telescopic Mascara and 
the length and darkness it gives 
my lashes the best, you cannot go 
wrong with any of the three.

Best Chicken in    
Bristol

Riley McCracken 

Imagine it’s a summer day and 
you have nothing to do, you’re 
hungry but not quite sure what 
you want. You finally decide to 
get some crispy chicken tenders, 
an American classic, but you’re 
not sure the place to go. Bristol 
has endless possibilities to choose 
from, but only one can be the 
best.

There are certain criteria that the 
perfect chicken tender must meet. 
It must have a good amount of 
crunch, without being hard, it 
must also be worth paying for, 
and be fresh (not stale). I went to 
KFC, Bojangles, and Chick-fil-A 
to see who the ruler of the chick-
en tenders is.

The first place I went to was KFC. 
I got 3 chicken nuggets for $4.69. 
Although these were good, they 
lacked a wow factor. They were 
somewhat dry and didn’t seem 
very fresh. They were a good 
amount of crunchy but they were 

also kind of bland.

The second place I went to was 
Bojangles. There I got 2 tenders 
for $4.25 and a side. The chick-
en was the best crunch wise, but 
lacked anything special. They are 
your basic chicken tender and 
were better than KFC. They were 
also a bit cheaper then KFC, and 
while you got one less tender, the 
amount of food was about the 
same and better quality.

The final stop to get chicken 
tenders was Chick-fil-A. There 
I ordered one chicken tender for 

$3.88 (fries included). Although 
this might seem like you are 
getting less food for more $, the 
quality was far better. The tender, 
while not crunchy like the other, 
was soft and dense. It had the 
most natural and delicious flavor. 
It was different from the other 
chicken, but in a good way.

Home Made Pink 
Drink 

Abby Stout

A classic drink from Starbuck’s 
is a must for every Spring Break 
vacation, whether you’re staying 
home or finding a new destina-
tion. For those of you who like 
to stay home, wouldn’t it be so 
much easier to make your favorite 
drink at home?

Making the drink yourself can 
prove to bring some fun into your 
life and even help you save mon-
ey. My personal favorite is the 
Strawberry Pink Drink, perfect 
for being out in the sun or staying 
home to binge watch the perfect 
Netflix show.
The Pink Drink is easy to make, 
only requiring half a cup of Coco-
nut milk mixed with half a cup of 
Ocean Spray White Cran-Straw-
berry. Place the drink on ice, and 
you have made your very own 
Starbuck’s drink!

 

Upon finding this recipe, I decid-
ed I absolutely had to try it. After 
purchasing my ingredients, which 
came to a total of $11.05, I tast-
ed it and found that the mixture 
creates the same unforgettable 
refreshing flavor that we have all 
come to know and love.

So, instead of using all of your 
money on the warm-weather 
thirst-quencher, buy these items 
and make various ones all on your 
own!
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